
    

Freshmen and Sophomore Freshmen and Sophomore 
Parent NightParent Night

Gulf Coast High SchoolGulf Coast High School
Fall, 2007Fall, 2007



    

CounselorsCounselors

 Linda SharpLinda Sharp DirectorDirector
 Cynthia GilesCynthia Giles A-EA-E
 Kim WalshKim Walsh F-H & ESOLF-H & ESOL
 Heather MinskerHeather Minsker I-N & ACEI-N & ACE
 Pam BerrymanPam Berryman O-Q & GiftedO-Q & Gifted
 Kim BeyerKim Beyer R-ZR-Z
 Connie PerrinConnie Perrin ExceptionalitiesExceptionalities
 Karyn KennerKaryn Kenner CareerCareer



    

AgendaAgenda
 IntroductionsIntroductions
 Role of the counselorsRole of the counselors
 Planning for the futurePlanning for the future
 Attendance & Credit DenialAttendance & Credit Denial
 Grades/Grade Calculation/Grade ClassificationGrades/Grade Calculation/Grade Classification
 Graduation requirements/Graduation PlansGraduation requirements/Graduation Plans
 Bright Futures/Local/State/National ScholarshipsBright Futures/Local/State/National Scholarships
 Planning for the FuturePlanning for the Future

– PSAT/PLAN/College Admissions TestsPSAT/PLAN/College Admissions Tests
– www.FACTS.orgwww.FACTS.org
– Guidance Web SiteGuidance Web Site
– Dual EnrollmentDual Enrollment
– Community ServiceCommunity Service

http://www.facts.org/


    

School Counselors assist with:School Counselors assist with:

 Course selection and schedulesCourse selection and schedules
 Monitor Graduation RequirementsMonitor Graduation Requirements
 Testing results and interpretationTesting results and interpretation
 Personal/social concernsPersonal/social concerns
 Career planning and MAI/ course selectionCareer planning and MAI/ course selection
 Future planning for college, military, or Future planning for college, military, or 

technical and vocational school technical and vocational school 
 College informationCollege information
 ScholarshipsScholarships



    
http://http://www.facts.orgwww.facts.org//

FACTS.ORG

http://www.facts.org/
http://www.facts.org/
http://www.facts.org/


    

GCHS Guidance WebsiteGCHS Guidance Website

http://www.gulfcoastsharks.com

http://www.gulfcoastsharks.com/
http://www.gulfcoastsharks.com/


    

Attendance PolicyAttendance Policy

Excused Validated Unexcused

Types of Absences



    

Excused AbsencesExcused Absences

Students can make-up workStudents can make-up work
Pre-arrangedPre-arranged religious holidays,  religious holidays, verified verified 

funerals, medical appointments, legal funerals, medical appointments, legal 
appointments, and all school related activities, appointments, and all school related activities, 
including ISS.including ISS.

These absences do not count toward credit These absences do not count toward credit 
denialdenial



    

Validated AbsencesValidated Absences

Work may be made up for credit. Work may be made up for credit. 
However, these absences still count However, these absences still count 
towards towards credit denialcredit denial..
Brief illness, appointments, family business, Brief illness, appointments, family business, 

enhanced assist – a phone call or note are enhanced assist – a phone call or note are 
required for the absence to be validatedrequired for the absence to be validated



    

Unexcused AbsencesUnexcused Absences

Absences will count towards credit denial Absences will count towards credit denial 
and student will receive a failing grade for all and student will receive a failing grade for all 
work missed.work missed.
Cutting class, truancy, tardiness of 50% or more Cutting class, truancy, tardiness of 50% or more 

minutes to class, out of school suspension, not minutes to class, out of school suspension, not 
attending Enhanced Assistattending Enhanced Assist



    

Credit DenialCredit Denial

What is Credit Denial?What is Credit Denial?    

Absences in any class in excess of 4.5 Absences in any class in excess of 4.5 
days per 9 week term.  Credit or half credit days per 9 week term.  Credit or half credit 
will not be given if there are any F’s on the will not be given if there are any F’s on the 
report card and the student has the excess report card and the student has the excess 
number of absencesnumber of absences



    

What do I do if I get credit What do I do if I get credit 
denial?denial?

 Make sure I come to Make sure I come to 
school and bring a note or school and bring a note or 
have a parent call when have a parent call when 
I’m absentI’m absent

 Make sure I do my make-Make sure I do my make-
up work if I’m allowed.up work if I’m allowed.

 Make sure I don’t get any Make sure I don’t get any 
F’s on my report card. This F’s on my report card. This 
includes mid-terms and includes mid-terms and 
final exams.final exams.

 See Mrs. Cassidy in the See Mrs. Cassidy in the 
Attendance office for a Attendance office for a 
Credit Denial Appeal Credit Denial Appeal 
Form. Form. 



    

GradesGrades

 Calculation of GPA’sCalculation of GPA’s
 State unweighted for graduationState unweighted for graduation
 County weighted for class rankingCounty weighted for class ranking
 Recalculated for universities and Bright Recalculated for universities and Bright 

FuturesFutures

 Report CardsReport Cards



    

Calculate GradesCalculate Grades

 Full Term or 1.0 Credit CourseFull Term or 1.0 Credit Course
Quality PointsQuality Points

AA 35-40 Points35-40 Points
BB 25-34 Points25-34 Points
CC 15-24 Points15-24 Points
DD  5-14  Points 5-14  Points

Q1Q1(x2) (x2) Q2Q2(x2) (x2) EE(x1) (x1) Q3Q3(x2) (x2) Q4Q4(x2) (x2) EE(x1)(x1)
BB BB CC AA AA CC
66 66 22 88 88 22

= 32 Points = B= 32 Points = B



    

Calculating Grade Point AverageCalculating Grade Point Average

 Using final grades in the course-divide total points Using final grades in the course-divide total points 
by number of semestersby number of semesters

Final GradesFinal Grades
1.0 English 11.0 English 1 BB 3 Points3 Points (6)(6)
1. 0 Integ. Sci.1. 0 Integ. Sci. CC 2 Points2 Points (4)(4)
0.5 Career Res.0.5 Career Res. AA 4 Points4 Points (4)(4)
0.5 Crit. Think.0.5 Crit. Think. BB 3 Points3 Points (3)(3)
1.0 Algebra 11.0 Algebra 1 AA 4 Points4 Points (8)(8)

Total: 25 points divided by 8 semesters=3.125 GPATotal: 25 points divided by 8 semesters=3.125 GPA



    

Weighted CalculationsWeighted Calculations
 HonorsHonors

add .02 points to each semester with grade of add .02 points to each semester with grade of 
“C” or better“C” or better

Ex. English 1 Honors  Ex. English 1 Honors  
Grade “A” 4.04Grade “A” 4.04

 Advanced Placement/Dual EnrollmentAdvanced Placement/Dual Enrollment
Add .04 points to each semester with grade of Add .04 points to each semester with grade of 
“C” or better“C” or better
Ex. Biology 1 honors (AP) with AP Ex. Biology 1 honors (AP) with AP BiologyBiology
Grade “A” 4.16Grade “A” 4.16



    

Grade ClassificationGrade Classification

 To be classified a To be classified a sophomore,sophomore, a student  a student 
must accumulate must accumulate 6.06.0 credits credits

 To be classified a To be classified a juniorjunior, a student must , a student must 
accumulate accumulate 14.014.0 credits credits

 To be classified a To be classified a seniorsenior, a student must , a student must 
accumulate accumulate 2020 credits and have an  credits and have an 
unweighted GPA of unweighted GPA of 1.91.9



    

Academic ConcernsAcademic Concerns
 What to do if student is having academic difficultiesWhat to do if student is having academic difficulties

– Parent/Student should contact the teacher (email)Parent/Student should contact the teacher (email)
– www.gradebook.collier.k12.fl.uswww.gradebook.collier.k12.fl.us

 Username: 6 digit student numberUsername: 6 digit student number
 Password: Birth month and dayPassword: Birth month and day
 Keep up with grades so there are no surprises at the end of a Keep up with grades so there are no surprises at the end of a 

grading period when it is too lategrading period when it is too late
– Arrange tutoring with the teacherArrange tutoring with the teacher
– Tutoring at lunch through NHSTutoring at lunch through NHS

 Tu/Th Math & Wed/Fri All other subjectsTu/Th Math & Wed/Fri All other subjects
– Arrange Private TutoringArrange Private Tutoring

http://www.gradebook.collier.k12.fl.us/


    

High School Graduation High School Graduation 
Program OptionsProgram Options

 24 Credit Traditional24 Credit Traditional
for classes of 2007-09for classes of 2007-09

 30 Credit Traditional for 30 Credit Traditional for 
class of 2010 & beyondclass of 2010 & beyond

 18 Credit College Prep18 Credit College Prep
 18 Credit Career Prep18 Credit Career Prep



    

30 credit Traditional Plan for 30 credit Traditional Plan for 
Class of 2010Class of 2010

 EnglishEnglish 5.0 cr5.0 cr
 Math (with Algebra 1 or equivalent)Math (with Algebra 1 or equivalent) 4.0 cr4.0 cr
 Science (2 with labs)Science (2 with labs) 4.0 cr4.0 cr
 Social Studies (WH, AH, Econ/Gov)Social Studies (WH, AH, Econ/Gov) 3.0 cr3.0 cr
 Practical Arts or Perform. ArtsPractical Arts or Perform. Arts 1.0 cr1.0 cr
 Life Management Skills (Health)Life Management Skills (Health)     .5 cr  .5 cr
 Physical Education (PF & Elect)Physical Education (PF & Elect)   1.0 cr1.0 cr
 Elective CreditsElective Credits        11.5 cr       11.5 cr
 ________________________________________________________________________________

 Total CreditsTotal Credits          30.0  cr         30.0  cr

Pass the 10Pass the 10thth Grade FCAT Grade FCAT
2.0 unweighted cumulative GPA2.0 unweighted cumulative GPA



    

30 credit Traditional Plan for 30 credit Traditional Plan for 
Class of 2011Class of 2011

 EnglishEnglish 5.0 cr5.0 cr
 Math (with Algebra 1 or equivalent)Math (with Algebra 1 or equivalent) 4.0 cr4.0 cr
 Science (all with labs)Science (all with labs) 4.0 cr4.0 cr
 Social Studies (WH, AH, Econ/Gov)Social Studies (WH, AH, Econ/Gov) 3.0 cr3.0 cr
 Fine Arts (Music, Drama, Dance, ArtFine Arts (Music, Drama, Dance, Art)) 1.0 cr1.0 cr
 HOPEHOPE   1.0 cr1.0 cr
 Major Areas of InterestMajor Areas of Interest 4.0 cr4.0 cr
 Elective CreditsElective Credits               8.0 cr8.0 cr

Pass the 10Pass the 10thth Grade FCAT Grade FCAT
2.0 unweighted cumulative GPA2.0 unweighted cumulative GPA



    

18 Credit College Prep Plan18 Credit College Prep Plan
18 Credit Career Prep Plan18 Credit Career Prep Plan

 Only students who scored level 3 on Only students who scored level 3 on 
Reading, Math and Writing FCAT can Reading, Math and Writing FCAT can 
choose one of these accelerated plans at choose one of these accelerated plans at 
the end of the Freshman year.the end of the Freshman year.

 Parents and students need to talk directly to Parents and students need to talk directly to 
your counselor about this optionyour counselor about this option



    

Planning for the FuturePlanning for the Future
 Rigor of ScheduleRigor of Schedule
 PSAT/PLAN/College Admissions TestsPSAT/PLAN/College Admissions Tests

– Freshmen will take the PLAN Oct. 17Freshmen will take the PLAN Oct. 17thth

– Sophomores & Juniors will take the PSAT on Oct.17Sophomores & Juniors will take the PSAT on Oct.17thth

All students that plan to attend college should take the All students that plan to attend college should take the 
SAT and/or the ACT in the Spring of their Junior yearSAT and/or the ACT in the Spring of their Junior year

 www.FACTS.orgwww.FACTS.org
 Guidance Web Site www.gulfcoastsharks.comGuidance Web Site www.gulfcoastsharks.com
 Refrigerator Art (Upcoming Events)Refrigerator Art (Upcoming Events)
 Dual EnrollmentDual Enrollment



    

Community ServiceCommunity Service
 Not Required for graduationNot Required for graduation
 Most scholarships and many college Most scholarships and many college 

applications will ask for or require it (depth & applications will ask for or require it (depth & 
breadth)breadth)

 Cannot be affiliated with religious or political Cannot be affiliated with religious or political 
organizationsorganizations

 Must obtain prior approval from your Must obtain prior approval from your 
guidance counselorguidance counselor

 Forms available in the guidance officeForms available in the guidance office



    

Bright Futures ScholarshipsBright Futures Scholarships

 Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (75% tuition75% tuition))

 Florida Medallion Scholars (Florida Medallion Scholars (100% tuition at 100% tuition at 
community colleges and 75% at statecommunity colleges and 75% at state  colleges)colleges)

 Academic Scholars (Academic Scholars (100% tuition)100% tuition)



    

Gold Seal ProgramsGold Seal Programs
 Drafting (I,II,III)Drafting (I,II,III)
 Communications Technology (I, II, III)Communications Technology (I, II, III)
 Early Childhood (I,II,III)Early Childhood (I,II,III)
 Teacher Assisting (I,II,III)Teacher Assisting (I,II,III)
 Computing and Web Design (I,II)Computing and Web Design (I,II)
 Culinary Arts (I,II,III)Culinary Arts (I,II,III)
 Medical Academy (3 courses)Medical Academy (3 courses)
 Sports & Entertainment Academy (3 courses)Sports & Entertainment Academy (3 courses)



    

Lorenzo Walker Institute of Lorenzo Walker Institute of 
TechnologyTechnology

 Administrative AssistantAdministrative Assistant 11,1211,12
 Patient Care Assistant LPNPatient Care Assistant LPN 1212
 Culinary ArtsCulinary Arts 11, 1211, 12
 Computer Electronics Tech.Computer Electronics Tech. 11, 1211, 12
 Automotive Services Tech.Automotive Services Tech. 11, 1211, 12
 Marine Services Tech.Marine Services Tech. 1212
 Early Childhood Ed.Early Childhood Ed. 11, 1211, 12
 Aviation MaintenanceAviation Maintenance 12 12 



    

Chart Your Course to SuccessChart Your Course to Success
I I can can be successful if I:be successful if I:

Follow 
School
rules

Talk at
appropriate
times

Work
independently

Complete
assignments

Stay on 
task

Begin
assignments

Follow
directions

Pay 
attention

Take part 
in 
discussions

Bring 
materials

Listen to 
announcements 
& be involved in 
school

Attend class
& be on time



    

Charting your future courseCharting your future course

 www.Facts.orgwww.Facts.org
 Bright FuturesBright Futures
 www.gulfcoastsharks.comwww.gulfcoastsharks.com
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